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pletely in the crusaders' hands,1 while the leaders held a
council of war to consider the tactics to be followed in the
forthcoming siege and encounters.2 It was in this council
that a group of discontented barons had an opportunity to
express their views on the whole campaign. One of
them 3 addressed a plea to the King for the withdrawal
of the army from Egypt to save futile Christian bloodshed
in a wild adventure. Alexandria, the speaker contended,
was a very strong city, its resources multiple, and its walls
insurmountable. Moreover, it enclosed a large and active
garrison, amply supplied with an artillery which they could
use with ability and with effect against any assailant. It
was not a question of valour, but of expediency, to avoid an
attack whose results appeared so hopeless. Even if the
campaign were carried beyond Alexandria into the country,
it would have to be remembered that there were no fortresses
on the road to Cairo or even to Jerusalem where the cru-
saders might take refuge in an emergency.4 Other barons
listened attentively and then commented upon the speech as
the plain truth.5 The King, who must have been disheart-
ened at their suggestion of retreat, had to appeal to their
sense of honour and loyalty lest they should desert the holy
enterprise.6 Finally, it was agreed to try to seize the city
by storm,7 and a reward of one thousand gold florins was
promised to the first man who should mount the walls, five
hundred to the second, and three hundred to the third.8
1 ib., 11. 2558 et seq.                           2 ib., 11. 2616 et seq.
3ib., 1. 2640, where Machaut describes the speaker as *un amiraut'.
Whether this was the admiral of Rhodes or Cyprus is difficult to say with
precision. lorga, MJztires, 294. and note 2, suggests that it was the admiral
of the Hospitallers and asserts that both the admirals of Rhodes and Cyprus
were among the 'rebels'. The word 'amiraut', however, is used by Machaut,
1. 2699, rather loosely and may be taken for 'baron',
4 ib., 11. 2650 et seq.                       5 ib., 11. 2705.
6 ib., 11. 2706 et seq.                       7 ib., 11. 2738 et seq.
8 ib., 11. 2752-57.
'Avec ce, le crieur cria
Que le premier qui montera
Sus les murs, ara sans doubtance
Mil petis florins de Florence;
Li secons en ara vc,
Li tiers ccc, . . .'